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CLAIMS 

1. A method of routing packets in a packet network, said packet network including a 
chain of packet nodes, said chain comprising first and second access nodes for 

5 communicating with one or more mobile nodes and one or more intermediate packet 
nodes, said one or more intermediate packet nodes providing a path interconnecting said 
first and second access nodes, said method comprising the steps of: 

installing, in said intermediate packet nodes, first routing data defining a first 
routing path in one direction along said chain to a mobile node via said first access node 

10 and second routing data defining a second routing path in the opposite direction along 
said chain to said mobile node via said second access node; 
operating each of said intermediate packet nodes to: 

determine, on receipt of a packet destined for said mobile node, whether said 
packet is from another node on said chain or not; and 
1 5 a) if the packet is determined to be from a node not on said chain, copying the 

packet and routing said copy along one of said routing paths and routing said packet 
along the other of said routing paths; and 

b) if the packet is determined to be from another node on said chain, route 
said packet along said chain only in the direction in which it is currently travelling. 

20 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said packet(s) include(s) a unique 
address of the mobile node. 

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said unique address is the same 
25 before and after a handover of the mobile node from the first access node to the second 

access node. 

4. A method according to claim 3 further comprising the steps of operating each 
node in the packet network: 

30 a) to associate a routing value with said unique address; 

b) responsive to the receipt of said packet at said node to forward said packet 
towards another node having a lower routing value associated with said unique address; 

c) responsive to the creation of a wireless link between a mobile node having 
said unique address and said node to reduce said routing value associated with said 
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unique address to a ,ower va,ue than tha, associated w«h said unique address by the 
other nodes in said network. y 

5 Lor ,„ 1 aCCOrdin9 '° C ' aim 3 ° r 4 ' Wherei " SaW flret routi "9 <*• « --.ailed 

a^ode " m0b " e "* "* ""~ ( ° ~- 



6 A method acoording to any of claims 3 to 5, herein said second routing data 
indud. data indicating « hat said second routing date reiates to ft. handover sa d 

10 mobile node from said first access node to said second access node. 

7 A method according ,o any preceding claim, wherein said second routing data 
are msfalled ,„ response ,o a roufing confro, message generated a, said second adt 
node and transmitted to said first access node. 



8 



said «. \ 9 ^ PreCedinQ C ' aim ' Wh6reln said flret "Ode and 

d^cond access node are wireless access nodes and wherein said packets are sen, o 
and receded from said mobile node via a wireless transmission system. 

20 9. A packet network including a chain of packet nodes, said chain comprising* 

nodes; a7 *" «— «• <~ or more mob*, 

and « 7 " m ° re imermediate packe ' P™«ng a path interconnecting said first 
and second access nodes; 

25 said immediate packet nodes having insta»ed the-ain first routing data defining a firs, 
rowing path in one direction alor* said chain to a mobite node via laid £ 
and second roubng data defining a second roufing path in ,he outer direction along « 
cha,n to said mobite node via said second access node 

each intermediate paoke, node being arranged in operation to deten-nine on receivino a 

30 r ~ " "~ — ' - — * - ~eTs 9 ai : 

a) if the packet is determined to be from a node not on said chain copying the 
packet and routing said copy a , ong one of said routing paths and ro^ 9 ZZsZ 
along the other of said routing paths; and 9 ***** 
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b) if the packet is determined to be from another node on said chain, route 
said packet along said chain only in the direction in which it is currently travelling. 



10. A packet node for use in a packet network according to claim 10. 

5 

11. A digital data carrier carrying a program of instructions executable by processing 
apparatus to perform the method steps as set out in any one of claims 1 to 10. 



